Prevalence of developmental enamel defects and dental caries in rural pre-school Thai children.
The prevalence of developmental enamel defects and dental caries was assessed in 344 Karen children aged 1-4 years who were chronically (70 per cent) and acutely malnourished (9.3 per cent) The teeth were cleaned with gauze to facilitate detection of hypoplastic lesions on labial surfaces of maxillary incisors. At least one tooth with defective enamel was seen in 31.9 per cent of children, while enamel hypoplasia was present in 22.7 per cent of children. Enamel defects were found in 21.2 per cent of teeth, with hypoplasia and opacities occurring in 14.6 and 6.6 per cent of teeth, respectively. Gender did not alter the prevalence of defects. The upper central incisors were affected more than lateral incisors. The prevalence of dental caries was 31.9 per cent with a mean dt of 1.1. The prevalence of caries associated with enamel hypoplasia was significantly greater than that associated with opacities and sound enamel (P < 0.0005).